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The Recovery Act – Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants – Formula Grants (EECBG) funding announcement was published on March 26, 2009. The state of South Dakota energy office received funds for energy conservation projects. The Recovery Act’s purposes are to stimulate the economy and to create and retain jobs. Special terms and conditions apply to projects funded by the Act.

· Reporting, tracking and segregation of costs;

· Reporting on job creation and preservation;

· Publication of information on the internet;

· Access to records by Inspectors General and the Government Accountability Office;

· The use of EECBG funds cannot supplant other local funds already committed for projects;

· Prohibition on use of funds for gambling establishments, aquariums, zoos, golf courses or swimming pools; and

· Ensuring that iron, steel and manufactured goods are produced in the United States.

Recovery Act funds can be used in conjunction with other funding as necessary to complete projects, but tracking and reporting must be separate to meet the reporting requirements of the Act.

The goals established for the EECBG are:

· Reduce fossil fuel emissions in a manner that is environmentally sustainable and, to the maximum extent practicable, maximizes benefits for local and regional communities;

· Reduce the total energy use of the eligible entities; and

· Improve energy efficiency in the building sector, the transportation sector, and other appropriate sectors.

The program principles for the EECBG are:

· Prioritize energy efficiency and conservation first as the cheapest, cleanest, and fastest ways to meet energy demand.

· To maximize benefits over the longest possible terms, entities should look for ways to link their energy efficiency efforts to long-term priorities (especially community economic development, community stabilization, and poverty reduction efforts).

· Invest funds in programs and projects that create and/or retain jobs and stimulate the economy while meeting long term energy goals.

· Target programs and projects that will provide substantial, sustainable and measurable energy savings, job creation, and economic stimulus effects.

· Give priority to programs and projects that leverage federal funds with other public and private resources, including coordinated efforts involving other Federal programs targeting community development funded through the Recovery Act such as the Community Development Block Grant program, HOME, and job training programs.

· To the extent possible, develop programs, and strategies that will continue beyond the funding period.

· Ensure oversight, transparency, and accountability for all program activities.

· Enact policies that transform markets, increase investments, and support program goals.

· Develop comprehensive plans that benchmark current performance and set aggressive goals.

Projects considered for funding will be ranked by:

· Simple payback;

· Energy savings;

· Job creation and retention; 

· Sustainability of project beyond funding period; and

· Maximum benefit to community.

To apply for EECBG funds, eligible applicants must have a local Planning District prepare their EECBG application. Applicants that want to apply for EECBG funds need to contact their local Planning District no later than December 1, 2009. Direct questions about the program or the process to the Planning District covering your city/county as indicated on the map located at http://www.state.sd.us/boa/ose/OSE_Statewide_Energy.htm.

